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Nam Con Son basin contains one of the most prolific hydrocarbon source rocks in

offshore Viet Nam. Its organic-rich succession, mainly found in lower part of Middle

Miocene, Lower Miocene and Oligocene claystone, coaly claystone and coal, indicates a

strong hydrocarbon generation potential of oil and gas-prone which were derived from type

III/I kerogens. They were deposited in high to medium oxidizing conditions of fluvial-deltaic,

lacustrine and nearshore environments with variable amounts of higher plant, algal and

bacterial input. Much of the source rocks are thermally mature and have already entered into

the main phase of petroleum generation.

The facies with the highest hydrocarbon source potential were deposited during a

paleobathymetric maximum at Late Cretaceous to Recent, with shallow to relative deep water

conditions. Such an event is also recorded in the stratigraphic sequences and corresponds to a

global tectonic-eustatic, sea level rise.

Biological marker data of the oils discovered up to now in the Nam Con Son basin

show very good correlation with the ones presented by the organic extracts from the organic-

rich facies of the Eastern blocks, thus confirming the oil’s origin.
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